Dear Jam M. , 9/23/83 

The Ruby brief given to the Commission by Earl is intersting in that it 
represents that for ye<-ars he had been mentally ill, paranoid, etc. Of course it 
is a lawyer' s argument, but I find it interesting because Earl was associated 
with it. I'm glad this says it is from the Ford ^ibraiy because I do not 
recall seeing it in t e Commission's files, although it may well bo there. 

Frankly , 1 have little trouble with this argument. He was hardly rational. 

The index of the first 68 FBI reports to the Commission may at some point be 
of value in FOIA litigation and I'm glad to have it. I've used the irrational 
FBI classification of these records but I had it only in the Commission's long 
list of the records it received. Having those of the FBI separate and being able to . 
show that all the reports it gave the Commission, without a single exception, ate 
classified as either "Russia" or "Cuba" or both makes a clear point. 

I don't know if there is any significance in the fact that Tippit is among the 
cops who went to Ruby’s joint for a drink and it has been reported that he did, 
among many. 

The comment attributed to Tryly that he didn't think Oswald could have gotten 
to the second floor in time is not unreasonable, whether or not Truly ever said it, 
because as you will find in my first book the Commission* a own reconstructions 
proved it was completely impossible. 

You say that the FBI has acknowledged having 730 Detroit office pages and you 
plan to get them in increments of 200 pages. I suggest that instead you start 
putting that much aside now, as you can, and be able to send them the 4375.00 when 
you hear from them or you may be making problems for yourself by making problems 
for them. I'l to surprised if you get any pages that were not included in the 
general releases of FoIHy documents. Instead of searching in Detroit they'll be 
identifying the Detroit records among those already disclosed and will provide 
you with copies of them only. I'm not familiar with your requests but I've enough 
experience with the FBI to expect them to do as 1 say and not to liave made any 
search to respond Jo your request. What will happen, in practise, is that x etroit 
will identify its records from the four or so main files and FBIIF. will pick them 
out from among the Eiany thousands it has already disclosed, ^ds way they can be 
sure that they give you nothing new. I think you should insist upon a otroit 
search not limited to the main files. And then ask for copies of the search slips, 
which will show what they found and under what names they allegedly searched. 


Thanks and best wishes 



